
Dr William Battie (1704 - 1776)


The first person to build a house on the Court Garden estate was Dr 
William Battie, who bought the land in 1758.


Battie was already one of Britain’s leading early psychiatrists.  His 
publication A Treatise on Madness (1758), transformed treatment 
by promoting kindness, cleanliness, good food, family support, and 
humane care.  This was revolutionary in an age when ‘treatment’ 
for patients often meant chains, bleeding, and purging. 


Battie was also gloriously eccentric.  As an enthusiastic amateur 
architect, he designed Court Garden himself and, it is said, forgot 
to include a staircase.  A staircase tower can be seen to this day 
above the roof line.   


During the construction of the house the building materials were 
brought up river in barges pulled by bargemen.  Dr Battie, thinking 
of the working man, suggested the barges could be pulled by 
horses instead. The bargemen allegedly tried to throw him off 
Marlow Bridge, as they feared for their jobs.


Battie saved himself by recreating a comedy act he sometimes 
employed in his hospital wards: he turned his wig backwards and 
launched into an impersonation of Mr Punch, from the popular 
Punch and Judy puppet shows.  Luckily, the bargees laughed and 
let him go.  Dr Battie may have been silly but he wasn’t stupid and 
from that point on whenever he went to Marlow he always had a 
pair of pistols tucked into his pocket.



