General Sir George Wentworth Alexander Higginson
GCB, GCVO

Family Motto: ‘I would rather die than be disgraced’

George Wentworth Alexander
Higginson was born on 21st June
1826 at 10 Wimpole Street, London,
the son of General George Powell
Higginson of the Grenadier Guards
and Lady Frances Elizabeth
Needham. He was baptised at All
Souls, Langham Place by his uncle,
the Reverend Henry Higginson.

He grew up with four sisters,
(Frances Alicia Jane 1827, Harriet
1828, Adelaide Georgina 1831 and
Ann 1838), and attended a small
boarding school near Carshalton. As a child he witnessed the
dramatic glow in the sky caused by the fire that destroyed the
Houses of Parliament in 1834. He later attended Eton College and,
aged eighteen, purchased a commission as an Ensign in the 1st
Grenadier Guards,

General Sir George Higginson

Higginson’s military career coincided with some of the Victorian
era’s most significant events. During the Crimean War (1854-56),
he served as Adjutant of the 3rd Battalion Grenadier Guards and
fought at Alma, Balaclava and Inkerman, where his horse was shot
beneath him. He also took part in the siege of Sebastopol. His
distinguished service brought rapid promotion as well as the French
Légion d'honneur and the Turkish Order of the Medjidie.

In1858 he married Florence Virginia Fox Fitzpatrick, daughter
of the John Wilson Fitzpatrick, later 1st Baron Castletown, a
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Privy Councillor and MP for Queen’s County in Ireland. They married
at St George’s, Hanover Square and had three children: Francis
George (1859), Maud Evelyn (1862) and Gladys Lucille Beatrice
(1878).

Military duties took Higginson across Britain and overseas, including
visits to Ireland, Canada, France, Italy, Russia and the United
States during the American Civil War (1861-1865). He was
appointed Companion of the Order of the Bath (CB) in 1877.

Between 1879 and 1884 he served as Major General of the Brigade
of Guards and General Officer Commanding the Home District,
helping to oversee the Royal Tournament, then the world's largest
military tattoo and pageant. His final appointment was Lieutenant
Governor of the Tower of London (1888-1893). He was knighted
KCB in 1889, promoted to General in 1890, and advanced to GCB,
Knight Grand Cross of the Order of the Bath, in 1903.

After retiring in 1893 following thirty-eight years of service,
Higginson settled at Gyldernscroft on Henley Road, Great Marlow, a
property inherited from his father. He remained active in military
affairs as Colonel of the
Worcestershire Regiment
and became a highly
respected figure in the
local community.

In 1908 the Grenadier
Guards marked George
and Florence’s Golden
Wedding with a
commemorative gold
cup. Florence died in
1912 after 54 years of
marriage.
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At the age of 90 Higginson published his autobiography ‘Seventy-
one Years of a Guardsman'’s Life’ (1916) assisted by his daughter
Maud. While writing it, he learned of the sad death of his 24 year
old grandson Kenneth Fitzpatrick Mackenzie at Loos in 1915. His
daughter Maud died in 1923

Marlow celebrated General Higginson’s 100th birthday in June 1926
with great enthusiasm. The centenary was linked to the successful
campaign to purchase the Court Garden Estate for public use,
creating what became 'Higginson Park’. He died on 1 February
1927, aged 100, leaving an estate of nearly £30,000 and nine living
descendants.

For further information visit Local Marlow History pages of the

Marlow Society website and search General Sir George
Higginson under Families and Local Personalities.
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