Court Garden

The origins of the name Court Garden lie in one of Marlow’s oldest
and most important lost buildings: the medieval Manor Hall which
held the Manor courts.

A manor was mentioned in the Domesday Book. Queen Matilda,
wife of William the Conqueror, received the rental income of a
basket of eels every six months.

The manor house was probably built in the second half of twelfth-
century beside the Thames and close to the original Saxon church.
By the late medieval period, the lord of the manor had moved and
the old riverside hall only retained its administrative role.

The earliest surviving documentary evidence of the name Court
Garden is in 1554 when a manorial survey records: ‘The Capital
House or Manor House'....and nearby, ‘an enclosed seven-acre field
called Corte Garden,’ (roughly where Higginson Park is today).

Over the years, the original manor house became:
warehouse,
barracks for Napoleonic prisoners of war,
brewery store,
navigation office,
and finally as the towns coal depot—its windows literally
knocked out to shovel coal through.

It was finally demolished in 1878.
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